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On Sept. 29, deputy finance minister Leonel Rodriguez resigned his post. Rodriguez cited "personal
reasons" for his decision. On Sept. 30, Central Bank president Silvio de Franco resigned, citing
"discrepancies" over economic policy matters with other members of the cabinet. De Franco's post
will be temporarily filled by Finance Minister Emilio Pereira, who will hold the two positions. De
Franco was the third Central Bank president, following Francisco Mayorga and Raul Lacayo, to leave
the post during the tenure of President Violeta Chamorro. In Oct. 1 statements to reporters, De
Franco, a close personal friend of National Assembly president Alfredo Cesar, said he decided to
resign "because I was forced to keep my mouth shut and my opinions weren't taken into account"
by other members of the cabinet. De Franco said he supported proposals to remove army chief Gen.
Humberto Ortega, to name a civilian defense minister, and to hold a national debate on abolition of
the armed forces. (Sources: Notimex, 09/30/92; Agence France-Presse, 09/30/92, 10/01/92)
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